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DIMENSIONS:
loudspeakers.
TELEPHOME:

® @ DETAILS
rresistible =
Unison Research 56
ORIGIN: Italy
TYPE: Integrated
valve amp
force a0
25kg
(WaHxD)
3 . 350%210x490mm

The latest single-ended Unison Sé offers FEATURES:

audiophiles pure Class A operation and a Sy

honey-rich glow says a smitten Jimmy Hughes [z

+» User adjustable
Ithough solid-state back to the golden era of high-fidelity,  blas
amplifiers offer marny do they really offer any tangible * Line levelinputs
practical benefits - benefits over a good transistor design?  °™Y
smaller size for a given With its pure Class A output stage, EKSJ RIBUTOR:
power output, covler running, higher  the Unison Research 56 has all the

maxinmim power output and potentially  right eredendals, It undoubtedly 1alks  pysrzgsase0

lower noise - tube amplifiers promise the talle, but does it wall the walk? WEBSITE:

a certain extra ‘something” that many unisonresearch.com
audinphiles seem to find irresistible, Gutsy sound
But is it all imagination and hype? Like most modern amplifiers, the 56
While tube amps might seem to hark keeps things simple. It offers five

unbalanced line inputs, a set of
tape outputs and a single set of
loudspeaker outputs, There's no
built-in phono stage and no socket
for headphones. The volume and
input selector knobs have a nice
solid feel and the amplifier comes
with a handsome wood-clad remote
control that looks like a late '80s
mobile phone.

Gear in mind it's actual ouiput is
‘only’ around 30-35 wartes and
obviously, much depends on things
like room size and the volume levels
v like to listen at, but ideally it
needs reasonably sensitive speakers
to avoid running our of steam during
loud climazxes.

S1x EL 34 ourput tubes are used
[three per channel) along with a
pair of ECC 82s. Fach output tube
features user-adjustable bias and
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“Tu be am pljﬁers wotild be with an equivalent
; . transistor amplifier. With direct-
pr0m|se a Certaln coupled [ranslisi:or designs, amplifier
ts om ethi n gl th at many ciurenc-outpue doubles (in theory at |
. = least!) as loudspeaker impedance OF ALL THE many |
audiophiles seem to halves. To exploit this, some different types of :
2 : g ” loudspeaker manufacturers produce output stage, pure
ﬁnd IFI’EStSthle. spealers with a four-ohm impedance E;anisaﬁ;saﬁa;d i
there’s a moving-coil meter to help [ SUeere MOre poWer (ClITent) best-sounding.
wou set the correct value, If you from the amplifier — basically it's a Unfortunately,
remove the output tubes and mix means of increasing speaker etticiency f,.':: mc‘::t! :‘::;5"
them up, you'll need to check and Huowever, being transformer- in tarms of heat

reset bias again. It's very easy to do
this and once set, vou shouldn have

coupled, tube amplifiers don't
respond in a reciprocal manner and

dissipation and
power used; it's

= = . o : ¥ : : very inefficiant.
tey adjust hias again — though it’s require matching; many offer a choice Pure Class A
worth checking every now and again,  of four- and eight-ohm outputs, HWPlFﬁer;:;e
just to malke sure things haven't drifted. allowing you to match amplifier and mfifﬁ!l" :

The 56 has a quoted outpur
impedance of six ohms, Being a
transtormer-coupled amplifier,
lowdspeaker impedance-matching is
more important with the 86 than it

loudspeakers with greater precision
to maximise power transfer.

While manufacturers usually stace
the nominal impedance of their
loudspeakers, the ‘correct’ impedance

push-pull, so the
output device is
never switched
off. This aveoids
the discontinuity
betwesan autput
devices that can
lead to low-level
distortion.

Many ‘Class
A’ amplifiers
are actually a
combination of
Class Aand Class
B - the idea being
10 operate the
autput stage in Pure
Class A for low-level
signals and Class
A/B or B for higher
level signals.

In this way, you
hopefully obtain
the benefits of Pure
Class A without
the drawbacks.
However, many
critical listenaers
feel that the sonic
benefits of pure
Class A cannot be
replicated with such
trickery. So, despite
some drawbacks,
pure Class A remains
a favourite option,










